[Total parathyroidectomy with forearm graft in tertiary hyperparathyroidism].
Autonomic and persistent hypersecretion of PTH is a frequent and tormenting complication of the patients with chronic renal dialysis for end stage renal disease (ESRD). In these cases, surgery remains a therapy option with real effects on clinical status of patients, especially in perspective of a renal transplant. The authors present the case of a patient with tertiary hyperparathyroidism for which a total parathyroidectomy followed by autotransplantation of small glandular fragments in forearm muscles was performed. The postoperative clinical and immunological statuses were favorable with the disappearance of pruritus and osteoartralgia with improvement of psychic behavior and normalization of calcium blood level. Considering the parathyroidectomy as a palliative stage in the treatment of ESRD, the authors discussed a hierarchy system of both indications and surgical alternatives to be considered in this condition. In well selected cases this surgical method represents an attractive and easy possibility to control and later adjustment of the hyperfunction of remained parathyroid tissue, avoiding in this way a very risky intervention.